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Commonwealth funding to the 
University of Melbourne for this 
year amounts to only 15 per 
cent of the teaching budget), 
the importance of international 
rankings, and international 
competition. With Europe moving 
toward a uniform degree structure 
and other countries, including 
China, eyeing these changes, the 
Melbourne Model will provide 
global mobility to students, 
making these degrees attractive to 
international students but also to 
Australian students interested in 
studying or working overseas.
These ‘new generation’ degrees 
are very different in structure 
to what some alumni are now 
affectionately referring to as 
‘heritage degrees’ and will set 
the University of Melbourne 
apart from all other Australian 
universities. Some qualifications 
will take longer to obtain and 
undergraduates may not be 
guaranteed entry into professional 
courses — graduate intake will 
be approximately 50 per cent 
of undergraduate intake. There 
is some concern that student 
numbers will drop and that the 
brightest students will choose 
other universities over Melbourne 
in order to gain guaranteed entry 
into their desired professional 
course or to achieve their 
qualifications in a shorter time. 
On the other hand, the Melbourne 
Model has met with a positive 
response from politicians, alumni, 
and, importantly, employer groups. 
Indeed, in a recent discussion 
paper on higher education, the 
Federal Minister for Education, 
Julie Bishop, suggested that 
changes such as these may be 
essential if Australian universities 
want to maintain their share 
of the lucrative international 
student market. The launch 
was also accompanied by the 
announcement of an extensive 
new scholarship scheme to 
ensure equity of access to the 
new degrees. The expectation 
is that ultimately the greater 
mobility of the new degrees and 
the anticipated desirability among 
potential employers will outweigh 
the concerns.
Hannah Robertson is at the University of 
Melbourne.London tributes 
to Linnaeus
One of the world’s most famous 
flower shows played tribute 
last month to Carl Linnaeus, 
the Swedish botanist who 
laid the foundation for plant 
and animal classification, 300 
years after his birth as part of 
an international set of events 
to mark the anniversary. The 
show garden at the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower Show in London aimed 
to highlight Linnaeus’ curiosity 
and passion for nature. The 
garden was commissioned by 
the Swedish government and 
coordinated by the National 
Tercentenary Committee in 
Stockholm.
Traditional materials and 
simple plants were used 
to flag the Swede’s love 
of nature and some plants 
were even obtained from 
Linnaeus’ summer estate. The 
garden highlighted golden 
maidenhair, one of Linnaeus’ Swedish feel: This show garden at last month’s Chelsea Flower Show in London 
celebrated the 300th anniversary of the birth that week of the great Swedish bota-
nist, Carl Linnaeus. (Photo: Royal Horticultural Society.)
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Claire Walczak is currently 
an Associate Professor of 
Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology in the Medical Sciences 
Program at Indiana University-
Bloomington. Her educational 
background includes training 
at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (BS in Chemistry, 
1987), University of Wisconsin-
Madison (PhD in Biochemistry, 
1993) and University of 
California at San Francisco 
(Post-doctoral training). Her 
graduate studies focused on the 
regulation of ciliary motility by 
phosphorylation and initiated her 
interest in microtubules and their 
associated proteins. During her 
post-doctoral studies with Tim 
Mitchison, she examined the role 
of molecular motor proteins on 
mitotic spindle assembly where 
she discovered that members 
of the kinesin superfamily 
could regulate microtubule 
dynamics rather than simply 
walk along microtubules. Her 
own lab’s research currently 
focuses on understanding how 
microtubules are regulated and 
organized within a spindle to 
ensure accurate chromosome 
segregation. She is the recipient Rich pickings: A new exhibition to celebrate Carl Linnaeus, at the Natural History 
Museum, includes work based on invertebrate animals collected at Highgate 
 cemetery. (Photo: EMPICS.)of a Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society Scholar Award and 
the American Society for Cell 
Biology Junior Women in Cell 
Biology Career Recognition 
Award. 
What turned you on to 
biology in the first place? I 
remember liking the science 
fairs in grammar school, 
and I am pretty sure that my 
mother still has some of those 
early project reports stored 
somewhere. However, I became 
seriously interested in science 
during my chemistry class in 
high school, which was taught 
by an outstanding teacher. 
I still remember his class 
demonstrations being very 
exciting. I think this illustrates 
the importance of educating our favourite plants. Linnaeus’s 
affection for it has been well 
documented: he used it  
as a mattress and cover 
when he slept in woods 
during his journeys across 
Sweden.
This month also sees the 
opening of a new exhibition 
to celebrate Linnaeus at the 
Natural History Museum, 
Systema Metropolis, 
exploring the unseen wildlife 
in London from a number 
of sites. Created by the US 
artist, Mark Dion, it reflects 
four different environments 
within the city. Dion collected 
soil, air and water samples, 
each containing its own 
microcosm of life, including youth about science and having specimens from the famous 
Highgate cemetery, a  
local haven for wildlife. The 
small organisms found in  
these samples are at the  
heart of four installations 
evoking scientific  
environments.
As an introduction to the 
exhibition, Dion focuses 
on Linnaeus through an 
historic display of portraits, 
illustrations, specimens, 
collecting equipment and  
rare books, including a  
first edition of Linnaeus’s  
key work, Systema  
naturae. 
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